AIRWAVES

THE QUARTERLY PROGRAM GUIDE - SUMMER 2006

)
NPR’s
‘rl‘. . r\k— ! .
fim, From the log

g5y Heading to
LY Huntsville

The Huntsville Chamber Music Guild and WLRH are pleased to welcome
National Public Radio’s classical music program From the Top to Huntsville
this September. Christopher O’Riley and friends will host a live taping of
the popular classical music program, which will feature some of the area’s
outstanding young vocalists and instrumentalists. Soprano Angela Brown,
a former Huntsville resident who wowed the critics with her star turn as
Aida at the Met, will be the special guest.

Recorded in live concert settings in concert halls around the U.S.,
From the Top captures the top-notch musicianship, offbeat humor and
insights of America’s best classical musicians aged nine to 18. High-profile
performers such as Yo-Yo Ma, Dawn Upshaw, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg
and Bobby McFerrin have appeared to talk about their musical influences
and the development of their careers, and to perform with the young
artists. The program has been described by the Chicago Tribune as “one
of the most original programs in the history of public radio,” while the
Los Angeles Times declared, “From the Top is making classical music
wild and fun and crazy!”

From the Top will be recorded live at 7:30 September 15 at Trinity
United Methodist Church. Tickets are available from the Huntsville
Chamber Music Guild at 824-6540. From the Top airs Saturdays at 1 PM
on WLRH, 89.3 FM.




Dr. Margery Whatley introduces Joshua Bell prior
to the Educational Encounter.
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The severe weather that blew through the Tennessee Valley
the final Friday of the Spring Fundraiser did no physical
damage to the station, but it did knock a big chunk out of the
money we had hoped to raise that evening. With the threat
of tornadoes in the forecast, WLRH management felt it was in
the best interest of the staff and volunteers to suspend fund-
raising for the day. Without the money generated by such
popular programs as Fresh Air, World Café and Reelin’ in the
Years, it seemed unlikely that the station would meet its goal
of $145,000 by noon Saturday. Despite a spectacular Saturday
morning in the pledge studio, the station still fell some $6000
short of its goal.

“Our dedicated WLRH volunteers and staff had worked
so hard all week long, and I know we were all a bit down
when we hadn’t reached the big goal by the “official” close
of the fundraiser that Saturday. However, as I left the
station, I found myself thinking of that great kids' book,
“The Little Engine That Could.” To paraphrase those lines,
“I Know We Can, I Know We Can,” obviously, I was holding
out hope that our faithful listeners would rise to the chal-
lenge and push _forward to reach the goal, and sure enough,
they did!” — Judy Watters

As the week continued, more pledges trickled in by
phone and online. By Wednesday, enough money had come
in to meet the goal. Everyone at WLRH is extremely grateful
for the support of our listeners. Every pledge, whether by
mail, online, telephone or walk-in is tremendously appreciated.
Your financial commitment ensures another year of quality
public radio in the Tennessee Valley — rain or shine!

Bell takes questions
from the audience.

Photos courtesy Ron Roberts



el - WLRH Welcomes
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Brothers

Vagabond brothers Franz and Kurt Wisner stopped in Huntsville during their
national road trip/book tour to speak to the Huntsville Literary Association and the
A to Z Book Club. Franz is the author of Honeymoon with my Brother. Kurt’s the
brother. Prior to their interview on Morning Blend, the guys spent a few minutes in
the production studio with Bill Wells and shared some thoughts about the value of
public radio.

Franz: “For an author it’s a real treat to be on NPR and we jump at the chance
whenever we get it. It's amazing how well-educated and well-informed the listener-
ship is. We'll do these interviews with morning shock jocks and it'll be a top-rated,
nationwide program and we’ll see zero impact and yet, we’ll do thirty seconds on an
NPR station and folks will come out to the events and say ‘hi’ and pick up the book
and spread the word. It’s a really, really wonderful audience and a wonderful service.”

Kurt: “To add to what Franz said - thirty seconds — that’s usually what we get
with the shock jocks is thirty seconds in the morning. The NPR interviews are
longer and more thoughtful...we can get into a lot of the aspects of the book that
touch the readers.”

e ' S B Franz’s best-selling memoir Honeymoon with my Brother is slated to made into a
World fravelers and NP supporiers Kurt | and Franz (r) Wisner at movie by Sony Pictures. You can learn more about the book and the Wisner brothers
Cape Town Marina (photo courtesy Kurt Wisner) at www.honeymoonwithmybrother.com
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Democracy Now!
joins the WLRH Schedule

Due to an incredible number of requests for the news program Democracy Now!
both before and during the spring fundraiser, WLRH has added it to the schedule
Fridays from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Democracy Now! is a one-hour news program hosted
by Amy Goodman, who is also author of the book The Exception to the Rulers.

Amy Goodman brings a great deal of experience to the table as host of
Democracy Now! While in East Timor during major internal turmoil a number of
years ago, she was caught up in street violence during a report and barely escaped.
This incident and others lend Amy a different kind of perspective on the world we
live in and the events that shape it. She is a frequent guest speaker around the
country and is well known for her straightforward, no-nonsense reporting.

Please welcome Democracy Now! to Huntsville by tuning in to WLRH each
Friday at 6:00 PM.
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